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"LAWS of MARYLAWND.

tries, or thofe employed under them, in the lawful and confcientious performance of
their feveral charges and authorities repofed in them, no veftryman, being perfonally
fummoned, thall, without a lawful or reafonable excufe, abfent himfelf, under pe-
nalty of fuch fine as the refidue of the faid veftry meeting {hall lay upon him, fo as
the fame never exceed three pounds currency ; and upon default or negle@ of the
principal veftryman to fummon a veftry when there is need for one, any other three
of the veftry, or if there fhall happen by any accident.to be but two of the faid
veftry, befides the principal veftryman, refiding in the faid parith, fuch threeor two
thall have power and authority to fummon and appoint a veftry to be holden, and
all fuch omiffions and negleéts to be noted in the veftry’s regifter of proceedings.

VIII. 9nb be it enafted, That the feveral and. refpective veftries are hereby
further enjoined, with all convenient {peed, and within fix months at furtheft,
to procure a fair table of marriages, according to the late a& of general affembly,
to be tranfcribed, and the fame fet up in their refpeGtive churches, and the fame
keep continually in their faid churches, under the penalty of ten pounds for the
firft negle@, and alfo ten pounds for every negleét thereafter. |

IX. Qnv be it enaftcd, That the feveral veftries, together with fuch other of
the inhabitants qualified as aforefaid, as fhall think proper to attend, once eve
year, on Eafter Monday, meet at their refpective parifh churches, -and there make
choice of two fober and difcreet perfons of their parithes, and refiding therein, to
be churchwardens for that year. ¥ -

X. dnd be it enafted, That the firlt choice of churchwardens fhall be on the
firft Monday in June next, by the inhabitants of each parith qualified as aforefaid ;
which churchwardens, fo chofen, {hall take and {ubfcribe the cath to the govern-
ment required by law as aforefaid, and alfo take the following oath, to be admini-
ftered unto him by the veflry, to whom power is hereby given to adminifter the fame
accordingly, well and faithfuily to execute that office for the enfuing year, according
to the beft of his fkill and power, and until he fhall be thereof duly difcharged;
and every fuch perfon, fo chofen churchwarden, that fhall wilfully refufe to ferve
in the faid office and take the oaths aforefaid, fhall be fined ten pounds currency.

XI. dnd be it enaed, That all fines and penalties by this a& impofed, thall

be applied, one half to the ufe of the parith, the other half to the ufe of the intor-
mer, and when no informer, then the whole to be applied to the ufe of the parith.

XII. ann e it furtber ¢nafed, That if any perfon or perfons fhall be chofcxi

" and elected a veftryman in any parith of this ftate, and being fo chofen or elected,
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{hall (after convenient notice thereof to him or them given by the regifter of the
re{peitive parifh or parithes where he or they fhall be chofen and eleéted as afore-
f2id) refufe or neglect to repair to, and be prefent at, the next meeting of fuch
veltry or veftries, and there qualify him or themfelves as fuch veftryman or vef-
trymen, without a reafonable excufe, after fach notice given to them as aforefaid,
and notice of fuch meeting- to be given to him or them by the faid regifter, who
is hereby directed and required to give fuch notice, under the penalty and for-
feiture of ten pounds currency, that then every veftryman, fo refufing or neglec-
inz as aforefaid, fhall forfeit and pay twenty pounds currency. . - .

XIIT. nD it i9 herebp further enalted by the authority afsrefiid, That it thall

... and may be lawful to and for the veftry or veftries, and they are hereby empow=

ered-and dire¢ted, to proceed to the choice and ele@ion of fome other perfon or
verfons to be veftryman or veftrymen, in the place or ftead of fuch perfon or per-
fons fo chofen veftryman or veftrymen, and refufing or negle@ing as aforefaid ;
and the former choice of fuch perfon or perfons as veftryman or veftrymen, refu-
fing or nezletting, thall be void and of no effect. ’ o

XIV. Provioed alinapg, That the po;zver and“:iuthority by this prefent a& gi-
ven to the veftry or veftries, for the election of a veftryman or veftrymen, church-
watden or churchwardens, and the fines and penalties by this a& impafed on the

veftry-



